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Background

ÅIn 2002, a growing interest in urban 

church-planting.

ÅA strong rural-to-urban migration

ÅAccompanying rural depopulation



ÅMC Sask began in 1894 as an entirely 

rural denomination.

ÅRole in cities only began in 1950s.

ÅEven today, 22 out of 33 of our 

congregations are rural/small town.



ÅThe sense grew that we needed to ópay 

attentionô to the struggles of the small 

rural congregations where we had our 

roots, before we could with integrity turn 

our focus to urban church planting.



Out of this was born the Vibrant 

Rural Churches Project (VRCP)

ÅJan. 2003, Naomi Unger and Eric Olfert were 

contracted (very part time) to implement the project.

ÅNaomi Unger grew up in rural Saskatchewan and 

lives in a rural village where her husband serves as 

pastor of three small rural Mennonite congregations.



ÅNaomi has experience in Education and 

administration with Mennonite Central 

Committee (MCC) in Africa

ÅEric also grew up in a small rural congregation 

and still has a stake in the family farm.  Most of 

his career has also been in education and 

administration with MCC in Africa


